MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
SOCIOLOGY OF CONFLICT AND VIOLENCE
SOCI 230-01

TR 10:00-11:15      FI 108                               Spring 2006              
Dr. Barbara H Chasin
                               Office: DI 309      
 Phone: 973 665-7224

Office hours: 1:30 - 2:30 Tuesday, Thursday and by appointment

E-mail: chasinb@mail.montclair.edu 

Required Texts: 

Barbara H. Chasin, Inequality and Violence in the United States: Casualties of Capitalism, 2nd edition (Amherst, NY: Humanity Books, 2004)
Martin Luther King, Jr., Essays. New York: A.J. Muste Memorial Institute, n.d.

Additional materials will be placed on electronic reserve (ereserve) and handed out in class. To find ereserve readings go to the library’s homepage, click on ereserve, choose Chasin from instructor list or use the course title. The password is chasinb. There may also be video assignments.    
Classroom Policies:

· Students are expected to attend class regularly. More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of your grade.  Material will be covered in class that is not in the readings and class discussions are an important part of this course.

· Students are expected to arrive on time and to remain in class for the entire class period.  Frequent lateness will be counted as absences.

· If you leave before the end of a class session do not return, you will be counted as absent. Arriving late, walking in and out once class starts is distracting to fellow students and the instructor. 

· Please do not bring food or drinks too the classroom and be sure phones and/or beepers are turned off.

· Students should exchange phone numbers or e-mail addresses with at least one other student in case you do miss a class. Do not call or e-mail the instructor for this purpose.

· Grades will not be given via-email or phone.

Evaluation:

· Three exams, each worth up to 28 points for a total of 84 points. 

· One  written assignment worth  up to 10 points for a total of 10 points
· Up to 6 points will be given for attendance and class participation. 

· It is the student's responsibility to notify the instructor as soon as possible if an exam has been missed.
· You can earn up to an additional 5 points by handing in all the study questions that will be handed out. 

Make-up exams are given only for documented reasons. There is no make-up work for low grades.
Final grades will be based on the following cumulative points

	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+

	90 and above
	88-89
	85-87
	80-84
	78-79
	75-77

	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-
	F

	70-74
	68-69
	65-67
	60-64
	51-59
	50 and below



Exam dates   

Exam 1 – February 21st             Exam 2 –  March 28thrd              Exam 3 – May 9th  10:15
Course Outline and Reading Assignments

I. Introduction: Defining and Explaining Conflict and Violence

Chasin, Preface, Chapter 1 

The Seville Statement (Handout)

Chasin, Chapter 2

II. Economic and Political Inequality  

Chasin, Chapters 3, 5

III. Organizational Power and Violence
Chasin, Chapter 4 
Chasin, Chapters 6, 7

Gary Ruskin and Juliet Schor, “Junk Food Nation” (ereserve)

Eric Schlosser, “The Cow Jumped Over the U.S.D.A.” (Handout)

IV. Foreign Policy, Militarism, Terrorism
Edward M. Opton Jr. “It Never Happened and Besides They Deserved It” (ereserve)

Esther Schrader, The Conflict in Iraq: These Unseen Wounds Cut Deep (handout)

Martin Luther King, Jr., "Declaration of Independence from the War in Vietnam" in Essays
Chasin, Chapter 13, 14, 15 (343-352, bottom of 357 -367) 

Clark R. McCauley, “The Psychology of Terrorism” (ereserve)

V. Violence against Workers

Chasin Chapter 8

Gardiner Harris, “Endemic Problem of Safety in Coal Mining,” (Handout)
Eric Lipton, “OSHA Cites 4 Companies in Parking Garage Collapse”; John Henslaw, letter to New York Times (Handouts)

Rebecca Clarren, “Fields of Poison” (ereserve)
VI. Interpersonal Criminal Violence

Chasin, Chapter 9, 10

David Beers, “Just Say Whoa” (ereserve)

Brent Staples, “How Denying the Vote to ex-Offenders Undermines Democracy” (handout)

VII. Interpersonal Violence and Ethnicity/Race 

Chasin, Chapter 12

VIII. Interpersonal Violence and Gender 
Chasin, Chapter 11; 353-357 
IX. Strategies for Non-Violent Conflict Resolution

Martin Luther King, Jr. "Letter from a Birmingham Jail" in Essays

Chasin, Chapter 16


