Content vs. Function Words

Read the verse in (1) aloud.  How easy is it to read?  Are there any difficulties in identifying the parts of speech of the underlined words.

(1)
‘Twas brillig and the slithy toves

Did gyre and gimble in the wabe.

All mimsy were the borogoves,


And the mome raths outgrabe.

Now read the verse in (2) aloud.  Is it easier or harder to read?  Are the parts of speech of the underlined words identifiable?

(2)
Swath brilliant lep id slimey toads



Nan sit lep settle alph se wave.



Ir lively twiz id marmadukes,




Lep id frogs songs regave.



What is the difference between the underlined “words” in (1) and those in (2)?  

Content class and Function Class words.  Speakers of English can make up new nouns, verbs, adjectives, and manner (-ly) adverbs. Think of email, download, online.  We can make up new words in these classes because we already know a lot about a new noun, verb, adjective, or manner adverb from the inflectional forms it can take, from the derivational forms it can occur with, and from the positions in the sentence in which it can occur. Because the noun, verb, adjective, and manner adverb classes admit new words, they are also called open class words.

Speakers of English cannot readily make up new prepositions (e.g., in, of, to), determiners (a, the), auxiliaries (will, can, may), or pronouns (I, you, we, they, them).  Most of these classes admit new members only after centuries of shifting usage.  This is because these classes have no inflectional or derivational cues to tell the hearer what the new class of the word might be.  Because these classes do not readily admit new words, they are called closed class words.

Relationships Among Languages






 

In 1814, the Danish linguist Rasmus Rask documented the relationships among cognates in a number of Indo-European languages.  In 1822, the German linguist (and folklorist of Brothers Grimm fame) Jakob Grimm extended Rask’s observations and explained the relationships among the cognates noted by Rask in terms of a sound shift, the systematic modification of a series of sounds over time.  The account of this shift is known as the First Sound Shift, or Grimm’s Law.

Some of the correspondences on which Grimm based his work are given in (A). 

(A)

Sanskrit
Greek

Latin

English
pad-

pod-

ped-

foot

pitar

pater

pater

father

napat

anepsios

nepos

nephew

purna-

pleres

plena

full

tanu-

tanaos

tenuis

thin

tri

treis

tres

three

matar-

meter

mater

mother

pitar

pater

pater

father

kapala

--

caput

head

naktam

nuktos

noctis

night (OE: niht)

--

--

cornu

horn

--

hekaton

centum

hundred

--

--

labium

lip

--

--

lubricus

slippery

dasa

deka

decem

ten

admi

edomai

edo

eat

dant-

odontos

dentis

tooth

ajras

agros

ager

acre

yugam

zugon

yugum

yoke

jirna-

geron

granum

corn

‘worn out’
‘old man’

bhrata

phrater

frater

brother

bhallas

--

--

bear

vidhava

eitheos

vidua

widow

ridhoras

eruthros

ruber

red

madhu- ‘liquor’
--

--

mead

ghosti

--

hostis

guest

agha ‘harm’
--

ango ‘strangle’ 
angst

naman-
onoma


nomen

name

star-

aster

stella

star

mas-

men

mensis

month

B.  Can you think of an English cognate for each of the following? Remember that Latin 'd' is is equivalent to English 't', etc.

(Lat.) duo  




(Gk.) ag(onia)  




(Lat.) piscis




(Lat.) genus 




(Lat.) gelu ‘frost’



(Gk.) pter ‘wing’ 




(Lat.) pluvia ‘rain’ 



(Lat.) dicere ‘say’  



(D) If Indo-European pad/pod/ped- became English foot, how did we get the word pedestrian in English?  Also, where 'V' stands for any vowel:

        dVnt-

       tooth


          dentist

         nVpVt

       nephew


          nepotism

C.  There are many pairs (called doublets) like those in (D).  What is a Modern English word derived more recently from Latin that is related to

brother





night





lip





full





thin





three





horn




  (think Thanksgiving)

ten





corn





name





star





Front Mutation.  There are pairs of related words in Modern English whose relationship dates to Prehistoric Old English.  In the following exercise you are given a few of these pairs and then asked to determine, for the remaining words, the other member of the pair.  Keep in mind the pronunciation of the word, not its spelling.  Also, the members of the pair are semantically related to each other.

 (A)

 
(B)



       (A)


    (B)

food


feed






strength

goose


geese



foot





long


length






deem

knot


knit



tooth








bleed



mouse





hot






whole








deal



long





full









elder




gild






think

fall









giddy

book


beech†



man












lore





† runes were first carved on beech wood
In the prehistoric Old English (POE) forms for the pairs in (1), there was a second syllable that had either an /i/ or a /j/ glide.  Can you see how these pairs developed?

PDE

OE

  POE





* (singular)




*  (plural)





*  (adjective)



*    (verb)
In front mutation the vowel of a base syllable was assimilated to the front vowel of the suffix.  For , this meant that the plural had a front vowel () in the base and a regular suffix -.  Since the front vowel alone distinguished the plural from the singular, the regular suffix was dropped and the language was left with the irregular plural that became foot/feet.

Old English Stress Assignment


The stress patterns of Old English determined, to a large extent, the meter of its poetry. In addition, the OE tendency to stress the beginnings of words played a role in the loss of the inflectional forms at the ends of words. It is therefore important to have some grasp of the stress patterns of Old English.

The stress patterns were dependent on the part of speech of a word. Look at the following data and determine what the stress pattern was for the various parts of speech.



people

-
reception; and + taking up, beginning


-

proverb; be + story


good





skilled



school


learned


swimming wood


gospel


to find

|
   
to thank

chosen

to believe

to forgive

In Old English, nouns and adjectives received stress on the ___________________ syllable in a word.

For the most part, verbs followed this same simple stress pattern. However, some verbs had a different pattern. Any guess as to what is different about the verbs that have the divergent pattern?

Ablaut (Vowel Gradation).  Proto-Indo-European verbs were all strong, i.e., the verbs formed their preterit (past tense) and participles
 by changes in the vowel.  Vowel changes also signaled changes in part of speech.  Many Modern English verbs still form their principal parts through changes in the vowel, e.g., sing, sang, sung.  Modern English also still occasionally signals a change in the part of speech by vowel change, e.g., sing (verb) versus song (noun).


This phenomenon of vowel change is called ablaut or vowel gradation and Old English had seven classes of strong verbs, each with its own series of vowel grades, e.g., , , , as in drive, drove, driven.  (Recall that Germanic is different from IE in also having weak verbs that form the preterit and participles with a dental suffix.)


The data in (A) give a surviving example of each of the seven OE verb classes.  Fill out the preterit and past participial forms of each of these verbs and then figure out for the verbs listed in (B) which of the seven classes it belongs to.

A. The seven classes of strong verbs in Modern English

	
	Infinitive
	Preterit
	Past Participle
	OE infinitive

	Class I
	drive
	_____________
	_____________
	

	Class II
	choose
	_____________
	_____________
	

	Class III
	bind
	_____________
	_____________
	

	Class IV
	break
	_____________
	_____________
	

	Class V
	give
	_____________
	_____________
	

	Class VI
	shake
	_____________
	_____________
	

	Class VII
	grow
	_____________
	_____________
	


B. Identify the class by the vowel gradation pattern.

	Verb
	Vowel Grades
	Class

	find
	
	____III____

	bear
	___________________
	__________

	freeze
	___________________
	__________

	write
	___________________
	__________

	know
	___________________
	__________

	eat
	___________________
	__________

	take
	___________________
	__________


The Seven vowel gradation classes in Old English:

	I
	
	
	V
	

	II
	
	
	VI
	

	III
	
	
	VII
	

	IV
	
	
	
	


Word Formation in Old English.  The principal processes by which new words were introduced into the language were compounding, affixation, and borrowing.  Borrowing was infrequent and involved mainly words dealing with Christianity, such as ‘church’ from Greek kuriakón..  

Compounding.  A compound is a word formed by the joining of two shorter words.  The meaning of the compound is different from the sum of the two joined morphemes.  In the following exercise, you are given the meaning of the shorter words.  Try to figure out what the compounds mean.

 - holy 

 - judgment
 - day
 - eye












































Which of the words above shows evidence of OE borrowing from Latin?  ________________________

() - human
 - female
 - bargain, purchase
 - war























- house
- bone
 - speech 
 - teaching
    lo - servant


















lo






Affixation is the joining of a bound morpheme to a free morpheme or another bound morpheme.  Try to figure out the morphemes in each of the following words.


Example:  


	
	bloody
	______________________________

	
	skilled
	______________________________

	
	joyful
	______________________________

	
	earnestly
	______________________________

	
	blindly
	______________________________

	lo
	furiously 
	______________________________

	
	forgive 
	______________________________

	
	forget
	______________________________

	
	inhabit
	______________________________

	
	endure
	______________________________

	
	death 
	______________________________

	
	unbind
	______________________________


Borrowing is the incorporation of a loan word from one language into another.  The pattern of borrowing in OE is represented by the following list of OE words.  Look at this list and answer the questions below.

	
	(L. Gr. abbas, Aramaic, abba)
	abbot

	
	(L. altus)
	altar


	
	(L. apostolus, Gr. apo+stellein)
	apostle

	
	(L. episcopus, Gr. epi+skopos)
	bishop

	
	(L. candela) 
	candle

	
	(L. cappa) 
	chapel

	
	(L. caseus) 
	cheese

	
	(Gr. kyriakos) 
	church

	
	(L. dis+cipere)
	disciple

	
	(L. vertere) 
	verse

	
	(L. monachus, Gr. monos)
	monk

	
	(L. schola, Gr. schole, leisure)
	school

	
	(Lat. scribere)
	shrive

	
	(L. stuppa, Gr. stuppe)
	stop

	
	(L. vinum)
	wine


From which language did OE borrow heavily?  





Given the meanings of the words listed, what historic event in English history played a role in these borrowings?  






English Morphology

Morphology is the study of the internal structure of words.  The following data give examples of the types of classification within morphology that will be useful in studying language change in English.

A. A free morpheme is a morpheme that can occur as an independent word.  A bound morpheme is a morpheme that cannot occur as an independent word.  Underline the free morphemes and circle the bound morphemes in the words below.  
unhappy

mourning

succotash

actor


signpost

father

rewind


number


morning

B.  Is the word formation that is involved in the words in column (1) different from that in the words in column (2)?  If so, can you characterize the difference?

   
  (1)



   (2)

wants



childhood

eaten



unhappy

wanted



redo

waiting



hospitalize

cats



happiness

John’s



establishment

faster



worker

fastest



columnist

C.  Each group contains a base and suffixes.  Make each into a word.  In each case, see if more than one order of suffixes is possible.

1.  -ed, fright, -en  _________________________________________

2.  -ing, -ate, termin  ______________________________________

3.  -al, -er, -s, mor, -ize  ___________________________________

4.  provinc, -s, -ism, -ial  __________________________________

5.  -ly, -some, grue  ______________________________________

6.  -ity, work, -able  ______________________________________

7.  in, -most, -er  _________________________________________

8.  -ly, -ion, -ate, affect  ___________________________________

Summary of page 1.  English exhibits two kinds of affixation:  inflection (column (1) and  derivation (column 2)).  There is a strict ordering among derivational affixes.

D.  In each group of words below, two words have a different morphological structure than the others, one has a different type of suffix, and one has no suffix at all.  In each group, identify the word that has no suffix and the word whose suffix is different from the others.  Isolate the suffix that the remaining two words share and tell whether it is derivational or inflectional.


a.  rider

b.  tresses

c.  running

d. nations

     colder
     melodies

     foundling

    lens


     silver
     Bess’s

     handling

    witches


     actor
      
     guess

     fling

                 calculates

E.  The phrases on the left consist of a modifier + head noun, the words on the right are compounds.  In compounding, two free morphemes are joined to make a single word. Write a brief statement of the meaning of each.

1a.  green house



1b.  greenhouse

____________________________

_____________________________

2a.  black board



2b.  blackboard

____________________________

_____________________________

3a.  blue book



3b.  bluebook

____________________________

_____________________________

4a.  hot dog



4b.  hotdog

____________________________

_____________________________

F.  In conversion, a word that is used as one part of speech begins to be used as a different part of speech. Identify the part of speech of each underlined word.

He buttered his bread with creamery butter.






It was a total nightmare when he totalled the car.        






This permit doesn’t permit parking after hours.







� English has two participle forms: the present participle always ends in -ing (going, singing, etc.) The past participle ends in =ed for weak verbs (rubbed, looked, wanted), and varies for strong verbs (driven, sung, eaten, drunk, seen, etc.)
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